
University of Alaska Anchorage Honorary Degree Policy 
 
Policy Category:  Academic Affairs 
Responsible Office: Office

O

f



 
C. Committee Meetings 

 
The committee shall meet at least twice per year to consider proposed nominations, and to brief 
new and returning members on the honorary degree award process. The committee will convene 
at the call of the chair, and may meet as needed to accomplish their work. Meetings will be 
closed to the public to protect the privacy of nominees under consideration.   
 

D. Administrative Support 
 

The UAA Governance Coordinator shall provide administrative support to the committee, 
including the scheduling of meetings, drafting and maintaining process documents, receiving 
nominations, facilitating ceremony details for awardees, and coordinating with the Advancement 
Department and the Chancellor.    
 

IV:  Honorary Degree Nomination and Review Process 

UAA shall conduct an annual solicitation for nominees to be awarded an honorary degree.  
 

A. Eligibility and Criteria 

An honorary doctoral degree is the highest award the university can bestow. It recognizes 
individuals who have made a substantial and lasting contribution to the university, the State of 
Alaska, or to their respective field or profession. Nominees should demonstrate strong character. 
Awardees may not be an employee of the University of Alaska System, member of the Board of 
Regents, or either hold or be a candidate for an office of public trust in the United States at the 
time of receiving an honorary degree. Financial contribution to the university shall have no 
bearing on the degree award process.  

B. Call for Nominations 
 
By December 1st of each year, the Honorary Degree Committee shall announce an open call for 
nominations to the UAA community. The process shall welcome nominations from members of 
the university community, stakeholders, alumni and members of the general public. 
Self-nominations are not permitted and serving committee members are ineligible for 
nomination, Committee members are precluded from proposing nominations to the committee 
and submitting letters of support. The committee may adopt a nomination form to facilitate its 
process. Information included in nominations shall include at minimum:   
 

1) Nominee name, title and place of residence 
2) Summary of nominee education, professional experience or curriculum vitae 
3) Summary of nominee accomplishments and worthiness of award  
4) Two letters of support 
5) Name, title of nominators and disclosure of any personal connection  

 
The submission, receipt and review of all nominations shall be kept confidential by both 
nominators and the committee. Completed nomination packets for an honorary degree must be 
submitted to the committee by February 14th. In extraordinary circumstances, the committee 
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Adopted - November 25, 2024. 
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