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¶ If the contracting company does not have a program, they must comply with this program 

6. Hazards Associated with Inadequately Guarded Machines  

A wide variety of mechanical motions and actions can present hazards to employees. These can Hazards Assocof 
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safety devices should be made of durable material that will withstand the conditions of 

normal use. They must be firmly secured to the machine. 

¶ Protect from falling objects: The safeguard should ensure that no objects can fall into 

moving parts. A small tool dropped into a cycling machine could easily become a projectile 

that could strike and injure someone. 

¶ Create no new hazards: A safeguard defeats its own purpose if it creates a hazard such as 

a shear point, a jagged edge, or an unfinished surface that could cause a laceration. Guard 

edges, for example, should be rolled or bolted in such a way to eliminate sharp edges. 

¶ Create no interference: Any safeguard that impedes an operator from performing the job 

quickly and comfortably might soon be overridden or disregarded. Proper safeguarding 

may enhance efficiency since it relieves the operator's apprehensions about injury. 

¶ Allow safe lubrication: If possible, workers should be able to lubricate the machine without 

removing the safeguards. Locating oil reservoirs outside the guard, with a line leading to 

the lubrication point, will reduce the need for the operator or maintenance operator to enter 

the hazardous area. 

Unauthorized Removal of Machine Safeguards 

UAA does not tolerate the unauthorized removal of machine safeguards. Any employee found to 

have removed a machine safeguard without supervisor approval will be subject to disciplinary 

actions up to and including termination.  

Safe Work Practices 

Besides machine guarding, there are other safe work practices that can be followed to help prevent 

injuries associated with moving machinery, i.e. amputation type injuries. 

¶ Avoid loose clothing or jewelry and tie up loose hair to prevent it from becoming entangled 

in the moving parts 

¶ Use push sticks and tampers for pushing materia
q
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¶ There is a change in assignment that involves using a different machine   

¶ There is a change in the machine, equipment or processes that presents new hazards   

¶ There is a change in the machine safeguarding procedures  

¶ The supervisor has reason to believe or determines through inspection or observation that 

an employee lacks sufficient knowledge of the safeguarding procedures  

12. Program Evaluation 

The Machine Guarding Program shall be evaluated on an annual basis utilizing the protocols set 

forth by EHS/RM. The evaluation team will consist of a department safety coordinator and a 

designee from EHS/RM. EHS/RM will define the scope of the evaluation. This review will 

consider any new machines, changes in processes, facility layout changes and the cost and 

frequency of machine-related injuries. The final report will be developed by the EHS/RM utilizing 

the information received during the evaluation. The deficiencies determined in the report will be 

documented and corrective action plans will be developed. 

13. References 

OSHA regulations that apply to Machine Guarding safety are included below. 

¶ 29 CFR 1910 Subpart O  

¶ 29 CFR 1926 Subpart I 
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