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transition of the Dental Hygiene program from the AAS degree to the BS degree is complete, program 
demand is expected to increase and become stable. 

Program Quality, Improvement and Student Success: 
The Dental Hygiene BS is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental 
Association (CODA).  To become licensed as a dental hygienist in the State of Alaska, students must 
graduate from a CODA-accredited dental hygiene program.  The curriculum was completely revised 
when the program transitioned to the baccalaureate level.  Program faculty regularly seek input from 
students and from a community-based advisory committee.  Together, they identify key 
recommendations for program improvement.  The program maintains a strong focus on academic 
assessment and improvement.  Overall, the program does an excellent job preparing students for the 
national board examinations.  Recent outcomes show that all students (100%) passed the didactic 
national board exam, and all students (100%) passed the clinical board exams required for dental 
hygiene licensure.   

Program Duplication / Distinctiveness: 
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The course pass rate chart also indicates some 500-level courses.  The dental hygiene program periodically offers 500-
level courses for professional development to practicing clinicians. The program is honored to be a resource for the 
continued learning of current practice-based information within the state. 
 
Program Cost 
 The program is supported by tuition, fees and funding from the College of Health.  Some program costs are offset by 
revenue generated at the dental clinic, which serves as a real-world lab for students that provides low-cost dental 
care to members of the community.  Revenue generated from the clinic helps cover costs associated with needed 
consumables and personnel.  It has high faculty costs due to the accreditation-mandated low faculty: student ratio 
(1:5) in labs and practicum courses. Although the program’s costs are high, the DH program at UAA is critical to 
educate these dental professionals to address Alaskan healthcare workforce demands and thereby advance the 
health of Alaskans.  
 

3. Program Quality, Improvement and Student Success (1500 words or less) 
 

Specialty Accreditation 
 To be a licensed dental hygienist in the State of Alaska, students must graduate from a dental hygiene program 
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3. Critically evaluate scientific literature and research relevant to dental hygiene.  
4. Collect, analyze, and record data on the general and oral health status of patients. 
5. Use critical decision making skills to develop a dental hygiene diagnosis, which will provide a basis for 

interventions that are within the scope of dental hygiene practice and determine the need for referral to 
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event involved almost 50 community volunteers and provided $93,000 in free dental services to low-income 
patients in the south-central Alaska region. Student feedback is that this is one of the most impactful learning 
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The Dean has been supportive of the program, knowing that student success is a priority.  The program has an 
excellent record of preparing students for employment as dental hygienists.  All program student-learning outcomes 
are consistently met each year, and student performance on board exams is exemplary.  The program desires to have 
continued support and possible funding for additional clinic time as needed for student success, as well as 
opportunities to pursue program expansion considering the dental community support for additional dental hygiene 
education in other areas of Alaska.  
 
Recommendation 
The role of the Dental Hygienist is increasing in scope and has strong potential in the primary care interprofessional 
setting (Theile, 2017). It is the recommendation of this committee that the BS DH Program at the UAA be enhanced. 
As stated earlier in this report, the program is positioned to collaborate with other campuses across the UA system to 
provide the education for additional dental hygienists.  
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