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Date:   February 21, 2020 

To:  John Stalvey, Interim Provost 

From:  John Petraitis, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Cc:  Daniel Kline Professor; Director, General Education 
  Dennis Humphrey, Associate Professor 
  Talis Colberg, Director, Mat-Su College 
  





AY20

 English & GenEd Director, Anchorage 

 Dennis Humphrey, Associate Professor of English, PWSC 

1. Centrality of Program Mission and Supporting Role (700 words or less) 
The Associate of Arts (AA) degree produces nearly one-third of all UAA degrees (782/2317 
credentials in 2019) and is delivered at all five UAA campuses (ANC, MatSu, KPC, KOD, PWS). The AA 
alignment with the General Education Requirements (GERs) in 2017 makes the AA inextricable from 
all undergraduate programs. The AA is central to community campuses ’missions, providing the 
largest single
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English as a Second Language instruction and memoir writing workshops for senior citizens. PWSC 
provides enrichment courses throughout their service area and provides targeted workforce training 
in communication and literacy skills for the Copper River Native 
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Specific IR Data Points (see attached data sheet) 

 Seven-year degree and/or certificate awards trend: The trend for 2018-19 is up, with 2018-19 
showing highest number of graduates in the past seven years. 

 Credits Per Degree (Average Credits Earned): These numbers show that AA graduates reach 
graduation with about 101% of the hours neededthethegradbers  
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The Associate of Arts (AA) degree provides an academic foundation for student success in 
multiple pathways including continued study, career preparation, and engaged citizenship 
for Alaska's diverse peoples. 

 
Each campus describes distinctive elements available at 
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Online Learning), focused primarily on high-
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(1) student work from all five UAA campuses and (2) faculty assessors from four of the five 
campuses. 

 
(2) Student Artifacts & Rubrics: In AY18, which made up the largest assessment sample, 13 

faculty assessed student work from a total of 63 sections, including both online and face-to-face AA-
eligible courses for a total of 338 student artifacts (generally student essays) in pre-GER, 100-level, 
and 200-level courses from 12 different disciplines and all five ANC campuses. In nearly every case, 
students performed at the expected course-level except for a consistent dip in 200-level 
achievement, which may be affected by the following concerns:  

 student self-advising. 

 lack of programmatic articulation of GenEd, 

 Inadequate GER advising that sees all GER courses as equivalent, easy, and undifferentiated 
so students take 200-level courses before 100-level courses meant to prepare students for 
200-level, particularly on the ANC campus, and 

 increased faculty expectations at the 200-level over 100-level courses. 
 

Highlights: The alignment of the AA/AAS/GER in a single assessment process; shared, high-level PLOs 
for the AA across all five UAA campuses; greater faculty participation in GER assessment.  
 
Improvements: On the ANC campus, greater visibility, coordination, advising, and support for the AA 
as a basic educational credential and vital stepping-stone toward student success in the 
baccalaureate. To improve the AA assessment across all five campuses, we need  

 a regular and systematic process for soliciting and receiving appropriate student artifacts 
from all involved courses and programs;  

 greater faculty participation in assessment efforts so that the assessment load is more�x

�x
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�x�x�x�x�x�x






